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Claims 

(1) An ignition method characterized by using a spark plug having two 
5 independent discharging gaps and first and second ignition circuits for 

respectively supplying ignition energy to the discharging gaps of the spark plug so 
that, at the startup of an internal combustion engine, the first ignition circuit and 
the second ignition circuit are placed into cooperation with each other to facilitate 
the startup. 

10 (2) An ignition method characterized by using a spark plug having two 

independent discharging gaps and first and second ignition circuits for 
respectively supplying ignition energy to the discharging gaps of the spark plug, 
with the first ignition circuit being made to generate normal ignition energy while 
the second ignition circuit being made to generate ignition energy higher than that 

15 of the first ignition circuit, and for facilitating the startup of an internal 

combustion engine, at the startup of the internal combustion engine, the second 
ignition circuit is put in operation and, after the startup of the internal combustion 
engine, the first ignition circuit is put in operation. 
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